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An At for the better Relief and Employment 1 
of the Poor, within that Part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, +: " 


E DEREAS the Peace and 
Welfare of the Community de- 
pend 1n great Meaſure on mak- 
ing proper Regulations for the 
due Support and well ordering 
of the Poor: And whereas, not- 
withſtanding the many Laws now 
nn being for their Relief and Em- 
IEG ployment, within that Part of 1 
mW Treat Britain called England, 
their Neceſſities are neverthe- 
| leſs very grievous, inſomuch that 
many ſick and impotent Perſons periſh for want of timely 
and effectual Aſſiſtance, and others, though healthy and | 

able to work, contract Habits of Idleneſs for want of find- 

ing ſuitable Employment, whereby they gradually become 

vicious and diſſolute, until at length they grow deſperate 

in Wickedneſs, to the great Terror and frequent Injury 


of their Fellow Subjects, as well as to their own utter Un- 
. | _— | doing: 
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doing: And whereas the continual Increaſe of the Poor is 
exceedingly burthenſome, and the Charge of providing for 
them falls in very unequal and unjuſt 1 ee And 
phereas the vaſt Sums taiſed for their Relief and Employ- 
ment are, through the Frauds and Miſconduct of the Per- 
{ons intruſted with the Diſpoſition of the fame, not only 
partially diſtributed, but ſometimes wholly perverted, and 
moreover great- Part thereof yearly expended in obſtinate 
and vexatious Litigations concerning Settlements and Re- 
movals, which, if duly applied, might afford Subſiſtence to 
4 great Number of diſtreſſed Objects: And whereas the 
granting proper Powers for the better Maintenance, and 
more equal Regulation, of the Poor, within that Part of 
Great Britain called England, and for the providing of 
proper Places at convenient Diſtances for their general Re- 
ception, will not only tend to the more timely and effectual. 
Relief of ſuch as, by Age or Diſeaſes, are rendered inca- 
pable of ſupporting themſelves, and to the more ſuitable 
Employment of ſuch as are able and induſtrious, but will 
alſo contribute to the Reformation of the Idle and Diſſolute, 
as well as to the educating Poor Children in the Principles 
of Religion, and in the Habits of Induſtry ; and moreover 
to the preventing many hemous Offences, which are com- 
mitted either from immediate Neceſſity, or from the Con- 
ſequences of habitual Idleneſs: And whereas, by Means 
of the Proviſions aforeſaid, the Rates collected for the Uſe 
of the Poor may, in a ſhort Time, be greatly reduced, and 
the Poor, inſtead of being dangerous and grievous to the 
Community, be rendered highly uſeful and beneficial, as, 
by their Induſtry, they may be made not only to contribute 
to the mutual Aid and Relief of each other, but likewiſe to 
the promoting of Agriculture, and to the manufacturing 
of great Quantities of Commodities, for which vaſt Sums 
are now paid to foreign Countries: Be it therefoze enatt⸗ 
ed by the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the 
Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and 
by the Authority of the ſame, That, for the Purpoſes here- 
111 after mentioned, a certain Number of Commiſſioners, 
to be elected as herein after directed, ſhall ſet out and 
divide the reſpective Counties, Ridings, and Diviſions, 
within that Part of Great Britain called England, into fo 
many Diſtricts as they ſhall think proper, ſo that the 
Number of Diſtricts which they ſhall ſo ſet out and divide 
in the ſeveral Counties of Devon, Eſſex, Kent, Lancaſter, 
Norfolk, Northumberland, Somerſet, Southampton, Suffolk, 
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Suſſex, and Wilts, ſhall not exceed Fifteen, nor be leſs than 
Six; nor in the ſeveral Counties of Berks, Bucks, Cheſter, 
Cornwall, Cumberland, Derby, Dorſet, Durham, Glouceſter, 
Hereford, Hertford, Leiceſter, Middleſex, Northampton, 
Nottingham, Oxford, Salop, Stafford, Surrey, Warwick, 
Warceſter, nor in each of the Ridings in Yor4/bire, or Di- 
viſions in Lincolnſhire, exceed Ten, or be leſs than Four ; 
nor in any other County, nor in that Diviſion called the 
Ne off Ely, in the County of Cambridge, exceed Six, or be 
leſs than Two, Diſtricts. 

And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That in every County within that Part of Great Britain 
called England, and in each o the ſaid Ridings and Divi- 
ſions, there ſhall be Seven Commiſſioners for ſetting out 
and dividing the Diſtricts as aforeſaid, in ſuch County, 
Riding, and Diviſion, wherein they ſhall reſpectively in- 
habit, and for other Purpoſes herein after mentioned, hav- 
ing each of them an Eſtate or Intereſt in, or iſſuing out 
of, Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, Freehold, Co- 
Pyhold, or Cuſtomary, in ſuch County, Riding, or Divi- 
ſion, to or for his own Uſe and Benefit, in his own Right, 
or in Right of his Wife, in Poſſeſſion for Life, or ſome 
greater Eſtate, either in Law or Equity, or an Eſtate for 
Years determinable on One or more Life or Lives, of the 
clear yearly Value of Three hundred Pounds in ſuch re- 
ſpective Counties, Ridings, and Diviſions, except in the 
Principality of Wales, and County of Rutland, and of the 


Clear yearly Value of One hundred and fifty Pounds, 


within the ſaid Principality and County, over and above all 
Incumbrances, to be elected in Manner following; that 
is to ſay, The Juſtices of the Peace for each County, Rid- 
ing, or Diviſion aforeſaid, at their reſpective Eaſter Gene- 
ral Quarter Seſſion of the Peace next following, ſhall ad- 
journ the ſaid Seſſion to the Thur/day in Whitſun Week 


then next enſuing, and the ſaid juſtices at the ſaid ad- 
journed Seſſion, or at the next Miaſummer Quarter Seſ- 


ſion following, in caſe no ſuch Adjournment ſhall happen 
to have been made, together with ſuch other Perſons there 
aſſembled, having an Eſtate and Intereſt as aforeſaid of 
the clear yearly Value of One hundred Pounds in ſuch 
reſpective Counties, Ridings, or Diviſions, except in the 
Principality of Wales, and County of Rutland, and of the 
clear yearly Value of Sixty Pounds, within the ſaid Prin- 
cipality and County, ſhall each of them prepare a Liſt of 
the Names of Seven Perſons, having fuch Eſtate and In- 
tereſt as above appointed for the Qualification of 8 | 
| joners 
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dioners within the ſeſpective Counties, Ridings, or Di- 
vitions, wherein they ſhall be refident as aforeſaid, with 
the Addition and Place of Abode of each Perſon fo quali- 
fed; and ſhall deliver the ſame Eiſt, folded up, to the 2 
Clerk of the Peace at each Seſſion, who ſhall put the ſame | 
into a Box or Glaſs, from which Box or Glaſs the ſaid 5 
Lifts thall be ſeverally drawn by ſome indifferent Perſon, 1 
by the Order of the Court, who ſhall read the ſame aloud 
in open Court; and the Clerk of the Peace at each Seſ- 
tion ſhall write down the Names, Additions, and Places 
„f Abode, of the Perfons ſo balloting and ſo drawn; and 
when all the Liſts hall be drawn and read, in Manner 
atoreſaid, he ſhall caſt up the Names of the ſeveral Per- 
ſons fo drawn, and the Seven Perſons who ſhall appear to 
have the greateſt Number of Votes, ſhall be, and are here- | 
by declared to be, the Commiſſioners for ſetting out and | 
dividing the Diſtrictg as aforeſaid, and for executing the 
other Purpoſes herein after mentioned, within the reſpec- | 
tive Counties, Ridings, or Diviſions, wherein they ſhall 
be reſident as aforeſaid. 
- Provided always, and be it enafted, That if any Per- 
ſon or Perſons, Who ſhall have been ſo elected a Com- 
miſſioner or Commiſſioners, ſhall, in open Court, at the 
Time of ſuch Election, refuſe to act, ſuch other Perſon 
or Perſons, who frorn ſuch Ballot ſhall appear to have the 
greateſt Number of Votes next to the Perſon or Perſons 
o refufing to act, ſhall be, and he and they is and are 
hereby declared to be, the Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners 
for ſuch County, Riding, or Diviſion, in the Stead and » 
Place of ſuch Perſon” or Perſons fo refuſing to act, to all 
Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever. 5 
And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if all or any the Commiſſioners who ſhall have been 
ſo elected, ſhall be preſent at ſuch adjourned Seſſion, or 
at any other an n adjourned Seſſion, for ſuch Coun- 


„ 


g ty, Riding, Or Diviſion, to be held within Three Weeks 
afterwards, and ſhall conſent to accept of the ſaid Office 
and Truſt, he or they ſhall, in open Court, take the Oath 
herein after preſcribed ; but if any One or more of ſuch 
Commuſlioners thall be abſent, and ſhall not take the ſaid 

——=Varh, at Oe of the ſaid Seſſions, the Clerk of the Peace 

for ſuch County, Riding, or Diviſion, ſhall, as ſoon. as 

convemently may be after ſuch laſt adjourned Seſſion, 
cauſe Notice in Writing to be given to each of them re- 
tpectively, requiring him or them to appear at the next 

Aſſizes to be holden for each County, Riding, or Divi- 

| ſion, 
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ſion, on the Morning of the Day after opening each re- 
ſpective Commiſſion, unleſs the fame ſhall happen on a 
Sunday, and then on the Monday following, before the 
Judge of Aſſize at the Crown Bar, or in the Court of 
King's Bench for the County of Meddleſox, in the Term 
next after, and then and there to take the Oath herein 
after preſcribed ; and if any Clerk of the Peace ſhall neg- 
left or refuſe to give ſuch Notice within the Time afore- 
faid, he ſhall, for every ſuch Default, forfeit and pay the 
Sum of Ten Pounds. 

P2ovided always, and be it enatted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or Perſons ſo elected to be 
a Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners, upon Notice given to 
him or them reſpectively as above directed, ſhall not ap- 
pear at ſuch Aſſizes on the Day aforeſaid, or in the Court 
of King's Bench, in ſuch Term aforeſaid, or ſhall refuſe 
to act as a Commiſſioner for the Purpoſes herein men- 
tioned ; that then, and in every ſuch Caſe, the Grand 
Jury at each reſpective Aſſize, or in the Court of King's 
Bench, at the Time aforeſaid, ſhall forthwith proceed by 
Ballot to elect ſome other Perſon or Perſons then and 


there preſent, having ſuch Eſtate as afoteſaid, of at leaſt 
Two Third Parts of the Value firſt above mentioned, 


within the County, Riding, or Diviſion, wherein he or 


they ſhall be reſpectively reſident, to be a Commiſlioner 
or Commiſſioners for ſuch County, Riding, or Diviſion, 
in the Room and Stead of him or them ngt appearing, or 
ſo refuſing to act. 3 

Pꝛovided alſo, That every Perſon ſo elected as afore- 
ſeid, to be a Commiſſioner for the Purpoſes herein men- 
tioned, ſhall, before his acting in ſuch Commiſſion, take 
the Oath following; vzz. 


T7 A. B. do fear, that I will, without Prejudice or Par- 

tiality, ſet out and divide the County, Riding, or Diviſion, 
af” into proper and convenient Diſtrifts, to the 
beſt of my Judgement, according to the Intent and Meaning 
of an Acdt made in the Fifth Year of His preſent Maje/ty's 
Reign, intituled, An Act for the better Relief and Em- 
ployment of the Poor, within that Part of Great Britain 
called England; and moreover, that I will in all other 
Things faithfully execute the ſeveral Truſts repeſed in me by 
the faid Act. 


Which Oath ſhall and may be adminiſtered by the ſaid 
Juſtices at their general or adjourned Quarter Seſſion, or 


by 
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by the ſaid Judge of Aſſize at the Crown Bar, or Court. 
of King's Bench, as above-mentioned. 1 

Pꝛovided alſo, and be it enatted by the Authority I 
aforeſaid, That if any of the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall I 
happen to die before the Execution of the Truſts hereby A 
in them repoſed, that then it ſhall and may be lawful for 
the Survivors, and they are hereby authorized and requir- 
ed, to proceed to the Execution of the ſame notwith- 
ſtanding. _ | 

And be it farther enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Commiſſioners to be elected in Manner above- 
mentioned, or any Five or more of them, ſhall, imme- 
diately after their being all ſo ſworn in Manner aforeſaid, 
proceed to the Election of a Preſident or Chairman from 
amongſt themſelves, which Preſident or Chairman ſhall 
appoint the Firſt Meeting of the ſaid Commiſſioners, at 
ſuch Time and Place, within each reſpective County, Rid- | 
ing, or Diviſion, as he ſhall think proper; and alſo, from Z 
time to time, ſhall call together and appoint, other Meet- 
ings of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whenever they ſhall hap- 
pen to be ſeparated without any regular Adjournment then 
ſubſiſting. And, that the ſad Comnuſhtoners, or any 
Ihree or more of them, at ſome of their fa:d Meetings, 
ſnall, before the next Michaclnas or Epiphany General Quar- 
ter Seſſion to be holden for each reſpective County, Rid- 
ing, or Diviſion, after their Election, ſeteout- and divide 
the ſeveral Diſtricts, which they ſhall judge proper to be 
formed, in each reſpective County, Riding, or Diviſion, 
under the Reſtrictions, and with the Exceptions above 
{ſpecified and declared; and {ſhall ſet down each reſpective 
Diviſion in Writing, with the Names of the Pariſhes, 
Townſhips, and Places, contained in each Diſtrict, which 
| maintain, or are liable to maintain their own Poor ſepa- 
! rately, and the Scite or Spot within each Diſtrict, which | 
| they ſhall deem moſt proper for the providing and erecting | 
k the Buildings herein after mentioned; and ſhall, by Certi- 
i ficate under their Hands and Seals, tranſmit the ſame to the 
if Juſtices at the Michaelmas or Epiphany General Quarter 
q Seſſion as aforeſaid : At wllich Seſſion the ſaid Juſtices then 
preſent ſhall order the Treaſurer of each reſpective Coun- 
ty, Riding, or Liviſion, to pay unto the ſaid Commiſſion- 
ers ſuch Sums of Money for their reaſonable Expences, as 
they ſhall ona fide have expended, and alſo to pay ſuch 
Sums to the reſpective Clerks of the Peace, for their Trou- 
ble and Expences in the Execution of this Act, as to. the 
ſaid Juſtices ſhall ſeem rèeaſonable: And the Treaſurer of 
| | each 
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each reſpective County, Riding, or Diviſion, is hereby au- 


thorized and required to pay to the ſaid Commiſſioners and 
Clerks of the Peace, or other Perſons authorized to re- 
ceive the ſame, ſuch Sums of Money as aforeſaid, and {hall 
be allowed the ſame in his Accounts. 

P2ovided always, That the Commiſſioners, in ſetting 
out and dividing the Diſtricts as aforeſaid, after having aſ- 
certained in each the Scite or Spot Which they ſhall deem 
moſt proper for erecting the Buildings herein after men- 
tioned, ſhall include within each reſpective Diſtrict ſuch 
Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places, as ſhall be nearer to 
ſuch Scite or Spot as aforeſaid, than to any other 
Scite or Spot to be marked out by virtue of this Act, 
within any other Diſtrict in the ſaid County, Riding, or 
Diviſion, (their reſpective Vicinities, where doubtful, to be 
aſcertained by Admeaſurement from the Mother Church of 
each Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, to ſuch Scite or Spot a- 
aforeſaid) and all extra-parochial Places where ſuch Vicinity 
ſhall be doubtful, ſhall be included in ſach Diftrict a; 
to the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall ſeem moſt meet and con- 
venient. 

And be it further enacted, That where any Pariſh, 
Townthip, or Place, which maintains or is liable to main - 
tain its own Poor, ſhall happen to extend into more than 
Qne County, Riding, or Diviſion ; the Whole thereof thail 
be compriſed and taken into ſome Dittrict of the County, 
Riding, or Diviſion, where the Church of ſuch Pariſh, or 
the greateſt Part of the Land of ſuch Townſhip or Place: 


lies, and ſhall be ſubject to the ſame Laws, Warrants, an! 
Orders, as any other Part of ſuch County, Riding, or 


Diviſion is ſubject to, and ſhall, in all Things relating to 
this Act, be conſidered as being within ſuch County, Rid- 
ing, or Diviſion; and where Parts of Counties lie inter- 
mixed with each other, they thall and may, by the Con- 
ſent of the Commiſſioners of both Counties, or the major 
Part of them reſpectively, be included in the Diftrict 
neareſt adjacent, and they thall, for the Purpoles of tir; 
Act only, be as much a Part of that Diftrict, and the Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace for the County in which the major 
Part of ſuch Diſtrict lies, ſhall have the ſarne Power ant 
Authority in the Places ſo included, as if they had been in 
the County whereot they are ſo made Part for the Par 
poſes of this Act ; or where Parts of Pariſhes which main - 
tain, or are liable to maintain their own Poor, ſhall be di- 


. vided by the Intervention of other Parithes, or Places, the, 


ſhall be likewiſe included in the Diſtrict neareF} adjacent. 
7) » a 
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Pꝛovided atways, and be it further enacted by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, That every County Corporate, with- 
in that Part of Great Britain called England, ſhall be and 
is hereby declared to be Part of ſuch other County, Riding, 
or Diviſion, to which ſuch County Corporate, or the 
greater Part of it, ſhall adjoin, with reſpect to the Diſtri- 
bution of ſuch other County, Riding, or Diviſion, into 
the ſeveral Diſtricts authorized to be ſet out by this Act. 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That in ſuch Counties, Ridings, or Diviſions, wherein there 
ſhall be any Soke, F ranchiſe, or peculiar Liberty, having 
ſeparate Commiſſioners and Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, 
ſuch Sokes, Franchiſes, or Liberties, and alſo all Cities, 
Places, and Towns Corporate, in each reſpective County, 
Riding, or Diviſion, having ſeparate Juſtices of Peace and 
Quarter Seſſions, under particular Commiſſions, or by Char- 
ter, ſhall be, and are hereby declared to be, for the Purpoſes 
of this Act only, ſubject to the Powers and Authorities of 
the Commiſſioners for the Counties, Ridings, or Diviſions, 
wherein they ſhall reſpectively lie, and to all other Provi- 
ſions and Regulations made for ſuch Counties, Ridings, or 
Diviſions, touching the Execution of this Act; ſave only, 
that where any ſuch Soke, Franchiſe, or peculiar Liberty, 
City, Place, or Town Corporate, ſhall comprehend an in- 
tire Diſtrict, or the major Part of any Diſtrict, that then, 
and in every ſuch Caſe, where any Power or Authority is 
given, by this Act, to Juſtices of the Peace at the Quarter 
Seſſion, or otherwiſe, or to Clerks of the Peace, ſuch 
Powers and Authorities ſhall be executed by the Juſtices of 
the Peace for ſuch reſpective Sokes, Franchiſes, peculiar 
Liberties, Cities, Places, or Towns Corporate, or by their 
Clerks of the Peace, or Town Clerks, reſpectively. 
12ovided always, That the ſaid Commiſſioners, in ſet- 
ting out and dividing ſuch Diſtricts, ſhall not alter the 
Boundaries, or otherwiſe interfere with any Hundreds, Di- 
ſtricts, or Places, which are already incorporated by ſeve- 
ral Acts of Parliament for the Purpoſes of providing for 
the Poor, as in the ſaid Acts are mentioned; nor ſhall any 
thing in this Act extend to fach Hundreds, Diſtricts, or 
Places, unleſs ſuch Commiſſioners ſhall obtain the Conſent 
of the Majority of the Governors, Guardians, or other 
Perſons, having the Power of making Bye-laws, Rules, 
Orders, and Regulations, within ſuch Hundreds, Diſtricts, - 
or Places, to be ſignified under the Common Seal of ſuch 
reſpective Corporations ; in which Caſe they may alter the 
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ſame, and make ſuch Regulations as ſhall be agreed upon 
by they common Conſent, as aforeſaid: 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforefa'd, 
That all High Conſtables, Petty Conſtables, Tythingmen, 
Headborougas, Churchwardens, and Overſcers of th Poor, 
ſhall, and they are hereby required, upon Notice in Writ- 
ing, ſigned by the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Three or 
more of them, being delivered to them ref; pectively, or leit 
at their reſpective Places of Abode at leaſt Six Days be- 
fore the Meeting of the ſaid Commiſſioners, to attend the 
ſaid Meeting, and then and there to give Information upon 
Oath to the ſaid Com:nniſſioners, touching ſuch Matters 
and Things as ſhall be demanded of them, or any of them, 
by the {aid Commiſſioners, reſpecting the Execution of the 
Truſts and Powers veſted in the ſaid Commiflioners (which 
Oath the ſaid Commithoners are hereby authorized and re- 
quired to adminiſter.) 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That after the D:ſtricts for each County, Kidins, or Divi- 
ſion, ſhall have been [et out and divided as aforefaid, and 
tne Diviſtons thereof returned at the ſaid Mirhaelmas of 
Epipbany General Quarter Seſſion, all and every Perion 
and Per ſons who ſhall then be, and, from time to time, 
ſhall thereafter become ſeiſed, polſeſſod, or intitled, to the 
Rents and Profits in his „he ler, or their own Right, or in 
Right of bis or their Wife or Wives, of Lands, gl 
ments, or Tythes, in any Pariſh or Pariſhes, Townſhip o 
Townſhips, Place or Pl: ces, within any fuch Diftrict of 
the Value of Thirty Pounds fer Annum (except in the Prin- 
cipality of Fals, and Count ty of Rutland) or the Value of 
Twenty Pounds fer Aunum in any Diſtrict within the ſaid 
Principality or County; and alſo all and every other Per- 
ſon and Perſons who then, and from time 10 time thereafter, 
ſhail poſſeſs or occupy in One or more Parith or Pariſhes, 
Townihip or Townſhips, Place or Places, and ſhall be 
rated and pay to the Poors Rates within the ſaid Diſtrict, 
en his own Account, for Lands, Tenements, Heredita- 
ments, or Tythes, of the yearly Value of Fifty Pounds, 
within any Diſtrict to be ſet out and divided by the Com- 
miſſioners as aforeſaid (except in the Principality of Wales, 
and County of Rutland) and of the yearly Value of Thirty 
Pounds in any Diſtrict within the ſaid Principality and 
County; and allo all Rectors and Vicars for the time be- 
ing of the ſeveral Rectories and Vicarages within the ſame 
Diſtrict, ſhall be qualified to act as Guardian or Guardians 
f the Poor; and if after ſuch Diviſion and Return as 
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aforeſaid, any Number of Perſons, not leſs than Ten, ſo 
qualified in any Diſtrict, to be ſct out and divided by tlie 
Commullioners as aforeſaid; or if the like Number of Per- 
ſons to be qualified as above mentioned in any Diſtrict ? 
N within the Principality of Vales, and County of Rutland, 1 
ſhal}, at any Time or Times, petition the Court of Qua- 
| ter Seſſion for that County, Riding, or Diviſion, Soke, 
i Franchiſe, Liberty, City, Place, or Town Corporate, where- 
; in ſuch Diſtrict, or the major Part thereof, ſhall lie, and 
{hall defire to be incorporated, the Juſtices of the Peace 
then preſent ſhall iſſue their Precept to the Conſtables, 
Tythingmen, Headboroughs, or other proper Ollicers 
| within ſuch Diſtrict, directing them to cauſe Notice in 
| Writing to be given, by affixing the ſame to the Door of 
the Church or Chapel, or other publick Places in every 
| Parith, Townſhip, or Place, within ſuch Diſtrict (which 
1 Notice they are hereby required to give within Ten Days 
after the receiving of ſuch Precept) purporting, that a 
| Meeting is to be held at ſuch Time and Place as the ſaid 
| Juſtices at their ſaid Quarter Seſſion thall appoint (the Time 
t appointed not to exceed Twenty Days after the iſſuing ſuch 
4 Precept) requiring all Perſons qualified to act as Guardians 
of the Poor within ſuch Diſtrict to attend ſuch Meeting ; 
and if at ſuch Meeting a Majority of Perſons en preſent, 
who ſhall be qualified as aforeſaid to act as Guardians, 
ſhall agree to be incorporated, they ſhall certify ſuch Agree- 
ment, under their Hands and Seals, to the next General! 
Quarter Seſſion to be holden for ſuch County, Riding, or 
Divition, Soke, Franchiſe, Liberty, City, Place, or "town 
Corporate, when the Court ſhall record the ſame; and 
1 from and after the Time that ſuch Certificate ſhall be re- 
| corded, the Perſons qualified as above mentioned, ſhall be 
incorporated by the Name of The Zuardians of the Poor for 
ſuch Diſtrict (the Name by which ſuch Diſtrict is to be 
diſtinguiſhed, to be given by the ſaid Juſtices then preſent) 
and the ſaid Guardians ſhall be for ever thereafter, and be 
1 deemed and taken to be, One Body Politick or Corporate 
in Law, to all Intents and Purpoſes, and ſhall have a per- 
[| petual Succeſſion and a Common Seal, and ſhall be and be 
called The Guardians of the Poor within ſuch Diſtrict, and 
ſhall be enabled to ſue and plead, and be ſued, by that 
Name, in all Courts and Places of Judicature, and by that 
Name ſhall and may purchaſe, take, and receive, any 
Goods and Chattles whatſoever, to and for the Uſe of the 
{aid Corporation, as fully and effectually, to all Intents and 


Purpoſes, as if ſuch Name of Incorporation had been given 
by this Act. 


a 


Pꝛovided 
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Dꝛovided always, That ſuch Corporation ſhall not be 
capable of taking or holding any Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments, except as herein after particularly mention- 
ed and expreiled. | „ 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That at the ſame General Quarter Seffion, in which the 
Certificate of the Guardians agreeing to be incorporated, 
ſhall be recorded as aforeſaid, the Juſtices then preſent thail 
iſſue their Precept to the Conſtables, Tythingmen, Head- 
boroughs, and other proper Officers within fuch Dittrict, 
directing them to cauſe Notice in Writing to be given by 
affixing the ſame at the Door of the Church or Chapel, or 
other publick Place, in every Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, 
within ſuch Diſtrict, (which Notice they are hereby requir- 
ed to give within Ten Days after the receiving ſuch Pre- 
cept) purporting, that a Meeting is to be held at fach 
Time and Place as the ſaid Juſtices, at the ſaid Seftion, ſhall 
appoint (the Time ſo appointed not to exceed Twenty 
Days after the iſſuing ſuch Precept) requiring the Guar- 
dians of the Poor within ſuch Diſtrict to attend ſuch 
Meeting, in order to proceed to the Execution of this 
Act. | . 

And be it further enaſted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Guardians of the Poor for ſuch Diſtrict, ſo at- 
ſembled at ſuch Meeting, ſhall proceed to the Execution &f 
this Act, and between the Hours of Ten and One of tac 
ſame Day, by Majority of Votes, appoint ſome One Guar- 
dian then preſent to be Preſident or Chairman of fuck 
Meeting; and ſuch Perſon ſo elected Preſident or Chair- 
man, ſhall cauſe the reſt of the Guardians there aſſembled 
to proceed by way of Ballot (in like Manner as is above 
directed for the Election of Commiſſioncrs) to the Election 
of Twenty Perions from the Body of Guardians, being 
ſeiſed of or occupying ſuch Eſtate or Eſtates as are before 
declared to be a Qualification for Guardians, in the Places 
above reſpectively deſcribed, of at leaſt double the Value 
above reſpectively limited and declared for thoſe Purpoſes, 
who when elected ſhall be called Directors of the Poor 
within the Diſtrict for which they are ſo elected; which 
Directors ſhall continue until Tacſday next after the Feaſt 
of Saint John the Bapliſt, which ſhall happen next after 
Twelve Calendar Months from the Time of their Elec- 
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tion; on which Day there ſhall be a General Meeting of 


the Guardians aforeſaid, when the Clerk of ſuch Diſtrict, 
to be elected as hereafter mentioned, ſhall write the Names 
of the Directors then being on ſeveral diſtinct Pieces of 


Parch- 
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Parchment or' Paper, as near as may be of equal Size and 
Colour, and roll up the fame ſeparately as near as may be 
in the fame Manner, and fhall put all ſuch Pieces of Parch- 
nent or Paper into a Box or Claſs, from which Box or 
Glaſs ſome indifferent Perfon ſhall, by Order of the ſaid 
Guardians, draw oat Eight of the Parchment or Faper 
Lolls, and the ſame ſhall be immediately opened and read 
aloud, and the Eight Perſons, whoſe Names ſhall be ſo 
drawn, ſhall go out of Office: And the Guardians are 
hereby authorized and required to elect from out of their 
own Body by way of Ballot, (in %ke Manner as the former 
Directors were choſen; and with the like Qualification) fo 
many other Perſons as ſhall be ſufficient to make up the 
Number of Twenty Directors as aforeſaid, and ſo on the 
ſame Day from Year to Year for every ſucceeding Year. 
And be it further enated by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Directors ſo firſt elected ſhall proceed by way of 
Ballot to elect One proper and ſufficient Perſon to be Clerk 
to the ſaid Corporation, which Clerk ſhall, from time to 
time, enter all their Proceedings in a Book or Books to be 
kept for that Parpoſe; and the ſaid Directors ſhall in like 
Manner elect One proper and ſubſtantial Perſon to be 
Treaſurer ; and when the Buildings herein after mentioned 
| ſhall be provided and erected, they ſhall in like Manner | 
proceed to elett a Superintendant, Surgeon, Matron, and 
ſuch other Officers, as the ſaid Directors ſhall, from time 
to time, judge neceſſary for the Execution of this Act. 
An be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Directors for the time being ſhall, and they are 
exeby, authorized and required to allow and pay ſuch Sa- 
laries to ſuch Clerk, Treaſurer, and other Officers, out of 
the Money to be raiſed by virtue of this Act, and alſo to 
take ſuch Security, from ſuch Treaſurer or other Officer, 
tor the due Execution of his, her, or their Office or Of- 
fices, as to the ſaid Directors for the time being ſhall ſeenf 
reaſonable. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Clerk, Treaſurer, and other Officers, ſhall conti- 
nue in their reſpective Offices only during the Pleaſure of 
the ſaid Directors for the time being; and that it ſhall be 
lawtul for the ſaid Directors for the time being, who ſhall 
be preſent at any General Quarterly Meeting herein after 
appointed, by Ballot, to diſplace them, or any of them; 
and .upon their Removal, Death, or Refignation, to chule 
others in their Stead, in Manner aforeſaid, with ſuch Sala- 


ries and Allowances, and under. ſuch Security, as they thall 
think proper. 
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And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the ſaid Directors of the Poor to be cletted in Man- 
ner. aforeſaid, or any. Five or more of them, ' ſhall, and 
they are hereby required and empowered, as ſoon as con- 
veniently may be, to enter into Contract or Contracts for 
the abſolute Purchaſe in Fee Simple of any Quantity of 
Land for the Uſe of the ſaid Corporation, and their Suc- 
ceſſors, or for the renting any Lands, or for the purchaſ- 
ing, hiring, or renting, any Buildings, or for the im- 
proving and incloſing any Waite or Common Grounds, 
with Leave of the Lord of the Manor, lying in ſuch Part 
or Parts of the ſaid Diſtricts, as, by the Keturns of the 
Commiſſioners aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed moſt fit and con- 
venient for the Situation of a Houſe or Houſes for the 
e e and Employment of the Poor, and other Build- 
ings herein after mentioned, and for other the Purpoſes of 
this Act, or as near to the ſame as conveniently may be; 
ſo that the Lands to be ſo purchaſed, rented, or incloſed, 
ſhall not exceed in the whole Twenty Acres; and fo that 
the ſaid Contract or Contracts ſhall be approved of by the 
ſaid Directors, or any Eleven or more of them, at a Meet- 
ing to be held for that Purpoſe. 

And be it further cnafted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful for all Bodies Politic, Cor- 
porate, or Collegiate, Corporations Aggregate or Sole, 
Huſbands, Guardians, Truſtees, and Feoftees in Truſt, 
Committees, Executors, Adminiſtrators, and all other Tru- 
ſtees whatever, not only for and on Behalf of themſelves, 
their Heirs and Succeſſors, but alſo for and on Behalf of 
their Ceſtuique Truſts, whether Infants or Iſſue unborn, 
Lunaticks, Ideots, Femes-covert, or other Perſon or - Per- 
ſons, and to and for all Femes-covert, who are or ſhall be 
ſeiſed or intereſted in their own Right, and to and for all 
and every other Perſon or Perions whatſoever, who are or 
ſhall be ſeiſed, poſſeſſed of, or intereſted in, any Lands, 


Buildings, or Watte and Common Grounds, which ſhall 


be convenient for the Purpoſes herein after mentioned, to 
contract for, ſell, leaſe, and convey unto the ſaid Directors for 
the time being, all or any Part of ſuch Lands and Build- 
ings, or Waſte and Common Grounds, for the Uſe of the 
ſaid Corporations and their Succeſſors: And that all ſuch 
Contracts, Agreements, Sales, Conveyances, and Aſſur- 
ances, ſhall be valid and effectual in Law, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes whatſoever ; any Law, Statute, Uſage, or 
Cuſtom, to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 
ing: And all Bodies Politic, Corporate, or Collegiate, and 


all 
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all Perſons whatſoever, ſo conyeying or leaſing as afore- 


faid, are hereby indemnified for what he, ſhe, or they, Or 


any of them, ſhall reſpectively do, by Virtue and in Pur- 
ſuance of this Act. 

Pꝛovided always, and be it enafted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That where Contracts ſhall be made for ſuch 
Waſte and Common Grounds, the Lord or Lords of the 
Manor ſhall, and he and they is and are hereby au- 
thorized and required to grant a perpetual Leaſe thereof, 
to the Corporation of ſuch Diſtrict ; on which Leaſe a per- 
petual Rent ſhall be reſerved, according to the then Value 
of ſuch Waſte and Common Grounds; Part of the ſaid 
Rent to be reſerved to the Lord of ſuch Manor and his 
Heirs, or to ſuch Perſon or Perſons Uſe or Uſes, as ſuch 
Manors ſhall ſtand limited by any Settlement or Settlements, 
together with all Mines and Minerals in and under the 
ſame; and the Reſidue thereof to be reſerved and made 
payable to the reſpective Overſeers of the Poor of the ſeve- 
ral Pariſhes, Townſhips, or Places, wherein ſuch Common 
or Waſte Ground ſhall he, to be by them, from Year to 
Year, applied in Aid of the Poors Rates of ſuch reſpective 
Pariſhes, Townſhips, or Places. 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That all Sums of Money which are to be paid to any 
Bodies Politic, Corporate, or Collegiate, Corporations Ag- 
gregate or Sole, Feoffees in Truſt, Executors, Adminiſtra- 
tors, Huſbands, Guardians, Committees, or other Truſtees 
whatſoever, for or on Behalf of any Infants, Lunatics, 
Ideots, Femes Covert, or other Ceſtuique Truſts, or to 
any other Perſon or Perſons, whoſe Lands are limited in 
Strict Settlement, for the Purchaſe of any Lands or Grounds 
as aforeſaid, ſhall, in caſe the ſame ſhall exceed the Sum of 
Twenty Pounds, be laid out by ſuch Bodies Politic, Cor- 
porate, or Collegiate, Corporations Aggregate or Sole, 


Feoffees in Truſt, Executors, Adminiſtrators, Huſbands, 


Guardians, Cominittees, or other Truſtees, Perſon or Per- 
ſons, ſeiſed of Lands or Grounds ſo limited in Strict Settle- 
ment, as ſoon as conveniently may be, in the Purchaſe of 
Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, in Fee Simple, 
and conveyed to, or to the Uſe of, ſuch Bodies Politic, 
Corporate, or Collegiate, Corporations Aggregate or Sole, 
Feoffees in Truſt, Executor 8, Adminiſtrators, Huſbands, 
Guardians, Committees, or other Truſtees, or to and for 
ſuch other Perſon or Perſons, , and for ſuch Eſtate, and to, 
for, upon, and ſubject to, ſuch Uſes, 'Truſts, Limitations, 
Remainders, and Contingencies, as the Lands or Grounds, 

. 


— — — — — — 


* | 
{ For or in reſpect whereof ſuch Purchaſe Money ſhall be fo 
1 paid as aforeſaid, were limited, ſettled, and aſſured, at the 
: Time ſuch Purchaſe Monies were agreed for, aſcertained, 
or aſſeſſed reſpectively, as aforeſaid; the Charges of ſuch 
Conveyances and Settlements to be paid for out of the 
Monies arifing by this Act; and in the mean Time, and 
until ſuch Purchaſe or Purchaſes ſhall be made, the ſaid 
Money ſhall be laid out by ſuch Bodies Politic, or other 
Perſons intitled to receive the ſame, as aforeſaid, in ſome of 
the Public Funds, or on Government or Real Securities, 
in the Names of Two or more Perſons, One to be nomi - 
nated by the Party or Parties intereſted therein, and the 
| other by the ſaid Directors, or any Five or more of them; 
| and the Intereſt ariſing or to be produced from ſuch Funds 
or Securities, ſhall be paid to ſuch Perſon or Perſons reſpec- 
tively as would, for the time being, be intitled to the Rents 
and Profits of ſuch Lands, Tenements, and Heredita- 
ments, ſo to be purchaſed, in caſe the fame were purchaſed 
and ſettled purſuant to the Tenor and true Meaning of 
this Act. | | 
And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the ſaid Directors for the time being, within ſuch 1n- 
corporated Diſtrict, ſhall and may, and they are hereby 
required, within Two Years after the entering into fuch 
Contract or Contracts for the purchaſing, hiring, or rent- 
ing of Lands, Buildings, or Waſte and Common Grounds, 
as aforeſaid, to build and erect, or to alter, fit up, or repair, 
in a plain and durable Manner, on the Lands or Waite or 
| Common Grounds fo to be purchaſed, hired, or rented, as 
aforeſaid, the ſeveral Buildings following; that is to ſay, 
A convenient Building or Buildings to ſerve for the Re- 
ception of ſuch aged, fick, or infirm Perſons or Families, 
as are not able to work; and alſo for the Reception, Main- 
tenance, and Employment, of ſuch poor Perſons or Fa- 
milies as are able to work; and One other Building to | 
ſerve as a Houſe of Reformation for the amending and | 
keeping to Hard Labour ſuch idle and diforderly Perſons, 
who being able ſhall refuſe to work, or otherwiſe miſbe- | 
| have themſelves ; the ſaid Houſe of Reformation to be at a | 
convenient Diſtance from the Buildings above mentioned ; | 
and ſuch other Buildings or Habitations as the ſaid Di- 
rectors for the time being ſhall find neceſſary for exe- 
cuting the Purpoſes of this Act; and the faid Directors 
for the time being, or any Five or more of them, ſhall 
keep the Buildings ſo to'be erected or purchaſed, hired or 
rented, in good Repair, and from time to time alter or 
| | CLLATYE 
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enlarge the ſame in ſuch Manner as they ſhall judge con- 


venient; and the Expences of purchaſing, hiring, or rent- 


ing ſuch Lands or Buildings, and of erecting, altering, or 


repairing ſuch Houſes or Buildings, and keeping the ſame 


in Repair, ſhall be defrayed, and the Rent of ſuch Waſte 
or Common Grounds paid, out of the Money ariſing by 
Virtue of this Act to be levied as herein after mentioned. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall, by open Violence, wilful- 
ly and maliciouſly obſtruct the erecting, building, or repair- 
ing, ſuch Houſe or Houles, or other Buildings, or the in- 
cloſing ſuch Waſte or Common Grounds, or wiltully de- 
face or damage the ſaid Buildings, or Fences of ſuch Inclo- 
ſures, or any Part thereof; every Perſon or Perſons ſo of- 
fending, and being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall be 
deemed guilty of Felony, and be tranſported to any of His 
Majeſty's Plantations for Seven Years. 

And be it further enated by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
the ſaid Directors for the time being within any incorporated 
Diſtrict, or any Five or more of them, ſhall be, and they are 


hereby declared to be, a Committee to ſuperintend and direct 


the ſaid Buildings, until the ſame ſhall be finiſhed ; and 


the ſaid Committee ſhall enter all their Proceedings in a 


Book or Books to be kept for that Purpoſe; and ſhall and 
may, by Order under their Hands, or the Hands of any 
Five or more of them, at any publick Meeting aſſembled, 
order any Sum or Sums of Money to be paid by the Trea- 
turer for the time being, out of the Money remaining in 
his Hands for the Purpoſes of this Act; and ſuch Order or 
Orders ſhall be, and is and are hereby declared to be, a 
Diicharge of the Treaſurer tor the time being, for any Mo- 
ney by him paid in purſuance of ſuch Order or Orders. 

1P20vided always, and be it enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That in all future Rates, Taxes, and Levies, to 
be made for any Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, wherein any 
Lands, Grounds, or Buildings, which thall be purchaſed, 
hired, or rented, for the Purpoſes of this Act, ſhall be 
ſituate, ſuch Lands, Grounds, or Buildings, ſhall not be 
alſeſſed to the Land Tax at an higher Value or improved 
Rent than at the Time of fuch Purchaſe, nor ſhall ever 
be aſſeſſed to the Window, Poor, Church, or any other 
Paroch:al Tax, or to the County Rates, or other publick 
Charges. | 

And be it fiirther enaſted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
Tuts the fad Duectors tor the time being ſhall and may, 
| within 
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within Three Months next after ſuch Buildings ſhall be 
finiſhed, provide and furniſh the fame with all neceſſary 
Furniture, Houſhold Goods, and Utenſils ; and ſhall alfo 

rovide a convenient Stotk of Hemp, Wool, Cotton, 

hread, Iron, Stone, Wood, Leather, or other Materials 
for the Employment of the Poor to be received into ſuch 
Houſe or Houſes; and for that Purpoſe only, may ſet up, 
ule, and exerciſe any Trade, Myſtery, or Occupation what- 
ſoever, in ſuch Houſe or Houſes. 

Pꝛovided always, and be it enafted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That the Profits ariſing from the Labours of 
fach poor Perſon or Perſons, ſhall be applied to the Benefit 
of ſuch incorporated Diſtrict. 

Pꝛovided alſo, and be it further enated by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, That the Directors for the time being, 
who ſhall be inveſted with any Powers or Authorities by 
this Act, to make any Contract or Contracts for Work, 
Materials, or Proviſions, to the Value of Twenty Pounds 
or upwards, ſhall, and they are hereby required, previous 
to their entering into ſuch Contract, to advertiſe the ſame 
in ſome publick Journal or News Paper, which ſhall be 
circulated within ſuch Diſtrict, and upon the Market 
Croſs, or other publick Place, within Three of the next 
Market Towns, at leaſt Fourteen Days before the Day 
appointed for making the ſame; and to contract with 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall be willing to perform or 
furniſh ſuch Work, Materials, or Proviſions, on the moſt 
reaſonable Terms, taking proper Security for the Per- 
formance of ſuch Contract. 

And be it further enated by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That all poor Children, and all other Perſons incapable of 
providing for themſelves within each Pariſh, Townſhip, 
and Place, in the ſeveral Counties, Ridings, or Diviſions 
aforeſaid, ſhall continue under the Government and Ma- 
nagement of the reſpective Churchwardens and Overſeers 
of the Poor, in the fame Manner they now are, unt:] the 
Houſe or Houſes before mentioned ſhall be built or fitted 
up for their Reception; and that within Thirty Days after 
the ſaid Houſe or Houſes ſhall be ſo built or fitted up in 
any incorporated Diſtrict for the Reception of the Poor, 
the ſaid Directors ſhall cauſe Notice to be given to ſuch re- 
ſpective Churchwardens and Overſeers, requiring them to 
convey all poor Perſons incapable of providing for 
themſelves, unto ſuch Houſe or Houſes, there to be and 
remain under the Government and Management of the 
ſaid Directors of the Poor for the time being; which poor 
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Perſons they arè hereby required to convey purſuant to ſuch 


Notice; and the ſaid Directors for the time being ſhall, 
and are hereby required to receive them accordingly, and 


ſhall provide, or cauſe to be provided, Horſe Litters, or 


other proper Conveyances in convenient Places, to re- 
move poor Objects to ſuch Buildings ; and ſhall cauſe all 


ſach poor Perſons as ſhall be able to work to be employed 


there in Buſineſs ſuited to their Strength and Capacity; and 
all poor Children, who ſhall be conveyed to ſuch Build- 


ings, ſhall be and remain under the Government of the 
ſaid Directors; the Males until they ſhall arrive at the 


Age of Eighteen Years, and the Females until they ſhall 
arrive at the Age of Sixteen Years reſpectively ; except 
where they ſhall be otherwiſe diſpoſed of as hereafter men- 


tioned, and ſhall be then be diſcharged from the Rules and 


Government of the ſaid Directors, and be at their own 
Diſpoſal. | 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Churchwardens and Overſeers of every Pariſh, 


Townſhip, or Place, within any incorporated Diſtrict, ſhall, 


and they are hereby authorized and required, after Notice 
to them given by the Directors as aforeſaid, from time to 
time, to ſend and convey to ſuch Houſe or Houſes within 
ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, all poor Perſons aſking or want- 
ing Relief, and the ſaid Direttors for the time being ſhall 


and may, at their Weekly Comnuttee herein after appoint- 


ed, from time to time examine and receive Information 
concerning ſuch poor Perſons, and diſpoſe of them in the 
ſeveral Departments of ſuch Houſe or Houſes, or other 
Habitations, according to their reſpective Neceſſities; or 


diſmiſs them, or ſend them on their lawtul Occaſions, with 


Letters Teſtimonial, as hereafter mentioned; or otherwiſc 
cauſe them to be removed, by Order of Juſtices of Peace, 
or by Paſs, to the Places of their legal Settlement, as the 
{aid Directors ſhall judge moſt proper. 

1z0vided always, and be it further enaced by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That after the ſaid poor Perſons {hail 
have been conveyed by the reſpective Churchwardens or 
Overſeers, to the ſaid Houle or Houſes, in Manner above 
directed, the reſpective Pariſhes, Townſhips, or Places, 


within ſuch Diftrict, ſhall thenceforth be diſcharged of and 


from all Expences and Contributions towards the Proviſion 


of their Poor, other than and except ſuch Aſſeſſments and 
Contributions as are herein after directed to be levied and 
paid to the Treaſurer of ſuch Diſtrict ; any Law to the 


contrary thereof notwithſtanding. 


PDꝛovided 
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; - P2ovided nevertheleſs, and be it enated by the Autho- 
i rity aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
Directors for the time being, at any of the General Quar- 
terly Meetings by this Act directed to be held, to put out 
any poor Children as Servants, or to bind any poor Chil- 
dren to be Apprentices to any Trade, or to Huſbandry, 
or to any other uſeful Occupation, by Indenture without 
Stamps, or in hke Manner to bind any ſuch Male Child 
| or Children Apprentices in the Sea Service, to any Cap- 
tain, Maſter, or Owner of any Ship or Veſſel, provided 
that ſuch Service or Apprenticeſhip ſhall not exceed to ſuch 
Males beyond the Age of Twenty one Years, or to ſuc! 
Females beyond the Age of Eighteen Years ; and to pay 
ſuch Sum or Sums of Money for the Cloathing any ſuch 
Apprentice as they ſhall judge proper, not exceeding Fifty 
Shillings: And the Perſons to whom ſuch Children ſha!l 
be bound Apprentices, ſhall be obliged to receive and pro- 
vide for ſuch Apprentices in like Manner as they are now 
obliged by Law to provide for Apprentices ; and no Ap- 
prentice ſo bound as aforeſaid ſhall (except with the Con- 
{ent of the Directors for the time being) be aTigned or 
turned over to any other Perſon whatever, and then and in, 
that Caſe, only to One of the ſame Trade, Buſineſs, oc 
Occupation ; and that all Perſons to whom they ſhall be fo 
aſſigned or turned over, ſhall be obliged to receive and 
provide for them, in the ſame Manner, and under the 
ſame Penalties and Forteitures, as the Perſons to whon 
they were firſt bound as aforeſaid were obliged to receive 
and provide for them. © 
Pꝛovided alſo, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
ſaid Directors for the time being, and they are hereby au- 
thorized to compel any poor People, who thall bz ſuſtaine1 
in the Houſes of Induſtry above mentioned, to pertorr 
any neceflary Buſineſs or menial Offices therein. ; 
1229v1vecn alſo, and be it further enated by the Autho- 
nity aforeſaid, That the ſaid Direfto.'s for the time be- 
ing may, on Application made by any Farmer, Surveyor 
of the Highways, Turnpike Surveyor, or other Perfo:1 
occaſionally wanting poor Perſons in Harveſt, Hop- gather - 
ing, or other Work {ſuited to the Strength and Ability of 
ſuch poor Perſons, hire or let out ſo many of the ſaid poor 
Perſons as ſhall be ſo required, on a Contract for thei: 
Labour and Maintenance, at ſuch Wages as ſhall be agree:l 
for between the ſaid Directors and the Perſon cr Pertons 
hiring, ſuch poor Perſons ; which Wages ſhall be paid te 
the Treaſurer for the time being, and thall be by him ac- 
counted for, and applied to the Purpoſes of this Act. 
| Piovideg 
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Pꝛovided alſo, That if the Parents, Kindred, or Friends of 
Children, ſo maintained by the ſaid Corporation, ſhall at 
any Time be defirous or willing to receive, maintain, and : 
employ ſuch Children, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Directors : 
for the time being, and they are hereby required to diſ- 4 
miſs ſuch Children; any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. | 

Pꝛovided nevertheleſs, and be it herebp enafted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That 1t ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for the Overſeers of the Poor in any Pariſh, f 
Townſhip, or Place, within ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, 
and they are hereby required, in caſe of any ſudden Ac- 
cident, or dangerous Sickneſs, to relieve any poor Perſon 
ſo afflicted, until the next Weekly Committee; and the 
ſaid Overſeers ſhall and may, by Order of the Directors 
aſſembled at any ſuch Weekly Committee, from time to 
time give Relief to all poor Perſons who ſhall by ſuch 
Directors be deemed unfit to be removed to the publick 
Buildings of that Diſtri&t ; and fuch Overſeers ſhall be re- 
imburſed all reaſonable Expences on thoſe Accounts by the 
Treaſurer of fuch Diſtrict. 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That as ſoon as the Poor ſhall be under the Government of 
the faid Directors, all Certificates which have been deliver- 
ed to, and remain in the Cuſtody of, the reſpective Paro- 
chial Officers, within any Diſtrict which ſhall hereafter be 
incorporated by virtue of this Act, fhall be delivered forth- 
with ; and alſo, all - Certificates which ſhall thereafter be 
delivered to the reſpective Parochial Officers, by Perſons 

coming to reſide, or reſiding within the ſaid Diſtrict, ſhall 
be, from time to time, delivered within the Space of Ten 
Days after the Receipt thereof by ſuch Officers, into the 
Hands of the Treaſurer or Clerk for the time being of 
ſach incorporated Daſtrict, who ſhall cauſe the fame to be 
filed, ſo that Recourſe may be had thereto at any future 
Time; and all the Indentures of Pariſh Apprentices, all 
Orders of Removal, and Examination of Paupers, which: 
ſhall be in the Cuſtody of ſuch reſpective Parochial Of- 
ficers, ſhall in like Manner be delivered to the Treaſurer or 
Clerk for the time being of ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, to 
be preſerved and kept for the Benefit of the ſaid Corpo- 
ration; and the Directors for the time being ſhall and 
may, by all proper Means, apply the ſame to the Benefit 
of the ſaid Corporation, in as effectual a Manner as ſuch 
reſpective Parochial Officers could or might have done 
for their reſpective Pariſhes. 


And 


18 
And be it fiirther enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That all Bonds already given to Parochial Officers, within 


any Diſtrict which ſhall hereafter be incorporated by vit- 
tue of this Act, to indemuty the Pariſhes, Townſhips, or 


L1H 


Places, from any Charge which may ariſe from Baſtard 


Children, and all Orders of Juſtices of the Peace relating 
to Baſtardy, ſhall be likewiſe delivered by ſuch reſpective 
Officers, to the ſaid Directors for the time being; and it 
ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Directors for the time 
being to ſue ſuch Bonds in the Corporate Name of ſuch 
Diſtrict, and they ſhall recover the Penalties thereof as if 
ſuch Bonds had been originally made to them ; and all Or- 
ders of Baſtardy and Bonds thereafter to be made or given 
for the ſame, or any the like Purpoſes, as aforeſaid, ſhall 
be made or given to or on the Behalf of the ſaid Directors 
for the time being; any Law, Statute, or Cuſtom, to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That in all Caſes, where One or more Juſtice or Juſtices cf 
the Peace is or are impowered, by the Laws now in be- 
ing, to proceed on the Complaint of the Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor of any Pariſh or Pariſhes, 
Townſhip or Townſhips, Plagg or Places, or of any of 
them, for the Benefit of ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, 
with reſpect to any poor Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, it 
ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices of the 
Peace, and he or they are hereby required to proceed on 
the Complaint of the ſaid Directors for the time being, in 
ſuch and the like Manner, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as 
if ſuch Complaint had been made by ſuch Churchwardens 
and Overſeers, or any of them. 

And be it enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
in ſuch Pariſhes, Townihips, and Places, within any in- 
corporated Diſtrict, wherein Workhouſes have been erect- 
ed and eſtabliſhed, for the Relief and Employment of 
the Poor, before the Incorporation of ſuch Diſtrict ; the 
reſpective Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor ſhall 
and may (fo ſoon as the Poor of ſuch reſpective Pariſhes, 
Townſhips, and Places, ſhall be removed to the Houſeę of 


Induſtry, within ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, in Manner 


above mentioned) and they are hereby required to ſell and 
diſpoſe of ſuch Workhouſes, together with the Furniture, 
Stock, and Materials belonging thereto ; and the Money 


ariſing from the Sale thereof, ſhall go and be applied in 


Aid of the Poors Rates, to be levied in ſuch reſpective Pa- 
riſhes, Townſhips, and Places, Y 
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And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any Superintendant, Matron, or other Officer or 
Perſon whatſoever, employed by the ſaid Directors for the 1 

4 time being, ſhall purloin, embezzle, or wilfully miſapply : 
* any Sum or Sums of Money, or any Materials or Imple- [4 
| ments of Work, Utenſils, Goods, or Chattles, belonging 
to the ſaid Corporation; every ſuch Offender or Offenders f 
dall not only be diſcharged from his, her, or their Office ; 
[1 or Offices, but ſhall alſo forfeit and pay the Sum of Ten 

Pounds, and alfo Treble the Value of fuch Sum of Money, 
Materials, or Implements of Work, Utenſils, Goods, and 
Chattles, which ſhall be ſo purloined, embezzled, or miſ- 
5 applied. 

* And be it further enated by the Authority aforcſaid, 
f That all ſuch idle and diſorderly Perſons, and all Rogues 
if and Vagabonds, who ſha'l be taken up and apprehended 
* in any incorporated Diſtrict, in purſuance and by virtue of an 

Act made in the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of His late 

Majeſty King George the Second, (intituled, An Act to amend 

and make more effettual the Laws relating to Rogues, Vaga- 
bonds, and other idle and diſorderly Perſons, aud to Houſes of 

Correction) ſhall (if upon Examination before any Juſtice 
of the Peace, they ſhall be by him ordered to be confined 
and corrected) and all other Perſons reſiding in any incor- 
porated Diſtrict, who by the Laws now in being ſhall be 
liable to be committed to any Houle of Correction, ſhall 
be ſent to the Houſe of Reformation for ſuch incorporat- 
ed Diſtrict, to be there confined and dealt with according 
to Law, inſtead of being ſent to the Houſe of Correction 
for the County, Riding, or Diviſion, wherein ſuch Diſtrict 
ſhall lie. 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That 1f any poor Perſon or Perſons, within any incorpo- 
rated Diſtrict, ſhall, after they have reſided Six Weeks 
within the ſame, be defirous to remove from thence for the 
ſake of exerciſing any Trade, or for the better obtaining 
Harveſt Work, or for any other lawful Occaſion ; the ſaid 
Directors for the time being of ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, 
at any of the Weekly Meetings herein after appointed, may, 
and are hereby impowered, to grant Letters Teſtimonial to 
ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons, therein ſetting down the 
Names of ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons, together with his, 
her, or their reſpective Occupation, and Place or Places of 
Abode, and the Place or Places to which they deſire to re- 
move, as alſo the Time when ſuch Letters Teſtimonial 


5  thall 
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ſhall be granted, to the End that if ſuch poor Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall afterward be apprchended, it may the better 
appear whether he, the, or tiey, were purſuing their law 
ful Buſineſs, for the fake of which they deſire to remove, 
or not, that they may be dealt with accordingly ; and no 
poor Perm or Perions travelling with ſuch Letters Teſti- 
monial, or reſiding in any Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, by 
virtue of the ſame, ſhall be removed by any Order or Pais 
from any Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, unleſs he, the, 
or they, {hall become actually chargeable to ſuch Pariſh, 
Townthip, or Place. 

Pꝛovided always, and be it enatted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That all ſuch Letters Teſtimonial ſhall be grant- 
ed under the Common Seal of the Corporation; and if 
any Perſon or Perſons ſhall forge or counterfeit ſuch Let- 
ters Teſtimonial, or ſhall have with him, her, or them, 
any ſuch Letters Teſtimonial forged or counterfeited as 
aforeſaid, knowing the ſame to be torged or countericited ; 
every ſuch Offender or Offenders thall be deemed guilty of 
Felony, and be tranſported tc ny of His Majeſty's Planta- 
tions for Seven Years. 

And be it further enacted by th? Authority aforeſaid, 
That after the Poor ſhall have bcen removed into the Build- 
ings ſo to be provided within any incorporated Piſtrict as 
aforeſaid, no Perſon who {hall have reſided Twelve Calendar 
Months within ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, without having 
been actually become chargeable to the ſame, thall be remov- 
ed from ſuch incorporated Diſtrict where he, ſhe, or they, 
ſhall have been fo reſident as aforeſaid, into another ſuch 
incorporated Diſtrict by virtue of any Order from any Ju- 
ſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, or by virtue of any Paſs, or 
otherwiſe howſoever ; but he, ſhe, or they ſhall, with re- 
ſpect to all other incorporated Diſtricts, be deemed and ad- 
judged to be legally ſettled in ſuch incorporated Diftrict 
where he, ſhe, or they, ſhall have fo reſided Twelve Ca- 
lendar Months as aforeſaid; and no Perſon thall be re- 

1oved from One incorporated Diſtrict into another, until 
e or ſhe ſhall actually become chargeable to ſuch Diſtrict 
rſt mentioned. 

P2ovided always, and be it further enatted by the Au- 
1Writy aforeſaid, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall 
:ſtrain, or be conſtrued to reſtrain, the Removal of any 
vor Perſon or Perſons from any incorporated Diſtrict to 
iy Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, within any other Diſtrict 
ot incorporated; nor to the Removal of any ſuch Perſon 

Or 
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or Perſons from any Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, within 
any Diſtrict not incorporated, to any other Diſtrict which 
ſhall be incorporated as aforeſaid. | 

And be it further enaftted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful for the Directors for the 
time being of any incorporated Diſtrict, to borrow and take 
up at Intereſt, from time to time, ſuch Sum and Sums of 
Money as ſhall be neceſſary for the Furpoſes of this Act, 
and to aſſign over by Writing, without Stamps, ſigned by 
Nine of the ſaid Directors at leaſt, under the Common 
Seal of the ſaid Corporation, all or any of the Poors Rates 
to be collected within fuch incorporated Diſtrict, as a Secu- 
rity for the Repayment of the Principal and Intereſt of the 
Money ſo to be borrowed in ſuch Manner as herein after 
mentioned (the Charges of ſuch Aſſignments to be paid out 
of the Monies to be raiſed by virtue of this Act) and Co- 
pies of all ſuch Aſſignments ſhall be entered in a Book or 
Books to be kept by the Clerk belonging to the ſaid Cor- 
poration ; and all and every Perſon and Perſons to whom 
any ſuch Aſſignments ſhall be made, or who ſhall be in- 
titled to the Money thereby ſecured, 1s and are hereby im- 
powered, from time to time, by Aſſignment under his, her, 
or their Hand or Hands, to be indorſed on the Back of 
his, her, or their Security, or by another Writing or Writ- 
ings to be executed under his, her, or their Hand and Seal, 
or Hands and Seals, in the Preſence of Two or more cre- 
dible Witneſſes, without Stamps, to aſſign or transfer his, 
her, or their Right to the Principal and Intereſt Money 
thereby ſecured ; and that all ſuch Aſſignments ſhall, within 
One Calendar Month next after the Date thereof, be notified 
and produced to the ſaid Clerk; who ſhall cauſe an Entry 
to be made of ſuch Aſſignment, containing the Date, the 
Names of the Parties and Witneſſes, and of the Sums of 
Money therein mentioned to be aſſigned or transferred, in 
the ſaid Book or Books to be kept for entering the ſaid ori- 
ginal Aſſignments ; and for each of ſuch Entries the fai * 
Clerk ſhall be paid the Sum of Two Shillings and 8. 
Pence, and no more. 

And, for the better ſecuring the Payment of ſuch Sun 
of Money as ſhall be borrowed by virtue of this Act, wr 
Intereſt for the ſame, and for providing for the Poor 
be employed or relieved in-ſuch Houſes, and for defrayi 
the other Expences of this Act, be it further enaited, Th. 
the Committee of Directors herein before appointed t 
ſuperintend the Buildings, ſhall and may, and they ai 
hereby impowered and required, until the Buildings afoi 
menti one 
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mentioned ſhall be finiſhed, and the Poor removed thither, h 
to aſſeſs ſuch Sum and Sums of Money upon the ſeveral | 
Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places; within ſuch Diſtrict, as 
they ſhall from time to time deem neceſſary for diſcharging 
the Intereſt bf the Money ſo to be borrowed, and for pay- 
ing the Rent of the Lands, Buildings, or Grounds; ſo to 
: be rented or hired ; and that from and after the Time 
that the ſaid Buildings ſhall have been completed, and the 
Poor removed thither, the Directors for the time being, 
at their Yearly and General Quarterly Meetings herein 
after appointed, or at any Meeting or Meetings to be held 
at or about the Time when the Poor ſhall be removed to 
the ſaid Buildings as aforeſaid, ſhall and may, and are 
hereby impowered and required to aſſeſs fach Sum and 
Sums of Money upon the ſeveral Pariſhes, Townſhips, 
and Places, within ſuch Diſtrict, as they ſhall from time 
to time deem neceſſary for providing for the Poor; as alſo 
for diſcharging in each Year Ten Pounds of every Hun- 
dred Pounds of ſuch Principal Money which ſhall be then 
owing, and for other the Purpoſes of this Act; the faid 
ſeveral Aſſeſſments to be made upon each Pariſh, 'Town- 
ſhip, and Place, according to the Proportion which they 
reſpectively have paid for and on account of the Poor, ex- 
cluſive of ſuch other Payments as ſhall have been defrayed 
out of the Poors Rates, upon a Medium of the Seven 
preceding Years, to be aſcertained as herein after men- 
tioned : Or where there have been no Poors Rates, or 
ſuch ſmall Poors Rates as herem after mentioned, they 
ſhall aſſeſs ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places, in the 
Proportions of Contribution herein after preſcribed ; and 
for thoſe Purpoſes, the ſaid Directors, or any Five or more 
of them, ſhall, and they are hereby impowered to itſue 
Warrants - under the Seal of the Corporation, to the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor in all and 
every the ſeveral Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places, within | 
ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, requiring ſuch Churchwardens | 
or Overſeers to pay, at ſome particular Time and Place | 
to be ſpecified in the ſaid Warrants, the Sums ſo aſſeſſed 
upon the ſaid ſeveral Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places re- | 
ſpectively, to the Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation for the | 
time being, whoſe Receipt for the ſame ſhall be a legal 
Diſcharge to ſuch reſpective Churchwardens and Overſeers 
of the Poor: And for raifing the Sums ſo aſſeſſed by the 
ſaid Directors, ſuch reſpective Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor ſhall, from time to time, and they are 
hereby required, with as much Equality and Indifference 
8. as 
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as poſſible, to raiſe by Taxation of every Inhabitant, Par- 
ſon, Vicar, and others, and of every Occupier of Lands, 
Houſes, Tenements, Tythes Impropriate, Propriations of 
Tythes, Coal Mines, or faleable Underwoods, in their 
reſpective Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places, ſo much Mo- 
ney as ſhall be aſſeſſed upon ſuch reſpective Pariſhes, 
Townſhips, and Places, by the ſaid Directors; for. all 
which Sums of Money fo aſſeſſed and received by the ſaid 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor, in caſe of any 
Deficiency, the Pariſhioners and Inhabitants of the re- 
| ſpective Pariſhes, Townſhips, and Places, wherein ſuch 
Sums of Money ſhall be fo aſſeſſed or reccived, ſhall be 
anſwerable, and be compellable to pay the ſame upon a 
Reaſſeſſment, which, in that Caſe, is hereby directed to be 
made by the ſaid Directors in Manner aforeſaid ; and ſuch 
Taxes and Aſſeſſments, and alſo ſuch Reaſſeſſment, ſhall be 
aſſeſſed, levied, and recovered, in ſuch and the like Man- 
ner, and by ſuch and the ſame Authority, as Money aſ- 
ſeſſed for the Relief of the Poor is, by the Laws now in 
being, to be levied and recovered, and with the ſame 
Right of Appeal to Perſons aggrieved ; any thing herein 
contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the reſpective Overſeers of the Poor in every Pariſh, 
Townſhip, or Place, ſhall produce and make up their Ac- 
counts of the Sums levied by virtue of ſuch Aſſeſſments, 
before the Directors for the time being of every incorpo- 
rated Diſtrict, in Eaſter Week, or within One Week after- 
wards, and at the ſame Time deliver in Duplicates of their 
Aſſeſſments; and in caſe of Refuſal, or Neglect, to pro- 
duce and make up ſuch Accounts as aforeſaid, they thall 
be liable to all ſuch Penalties and Forfeitures, which are 
inflicted or impoſed upon them by any Laws now in Force 
for neglecting or refuſing to account. | 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That in order to aſcertain what Sums have been fo raiſed, 
aſſeſſed, or expended, upon a Medium, in every Pariſh, 
Townſhip, or Place, within any incorporated Diſtrict, for 
the Seven Years aforeſaid, the Directors for the time being 
in every incorporated Diſtrict ſhall and may, and they are 
hereby impowered, to inſpect the Books, Aſſeſſments, Rates, 
Levies, and Accounts of the reſpective Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor; and ſuch reſpective Church- 
wardens and Overſcers, or One of them, or ſome Perſon 
for them, or ſuch other Perſon or Perſons who ſhall have 
the Cuſtody of ſuch Aſſeſſments, Rates, Levies, Books, or 


Accounts, 


— 
— OA -——__—_— - — 


- 


27 | 


Accounts, or any of them, in each reſpective Pariſh, Town- 
8 ſhip, or Place, within ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, ſhall, 
N and they are hereby required, upon Notice in Writing, 
1 ſigned by Five of the Lirectors, being delivered to them 
|: reſpectively, or left at their reſpective Places of Abode, 
at leaſt Seven Days before the Meeting of the ſaid Direct- 
ors, to attend the ſaid Meeting with ſuch Aſſeſſments, Rates, 
Levies, Books, or Accounts, which they ſhall have in their 
reſpective Cuſtodies relative to the Poor, for all or any of 
the Seven Years preceding the Feaſt of Eafter next before 
ſuch Notice thall be given, and ſhall leave ſuch Aſſeſlinents, 
Rates, Levies, Books, or Accounts, in the Cuſtody of the 
ſaid Directors, to the end that they may examine the fame, 
and fix and aſcertain the Proportions to be obſerved, as 
above directed, in aſſeſſing the ſeveral Pariſhes, Town- 
ſhips, and Places in each Diſtrict ; which they are hereby 
authorized and required to fix and aſcertain accordingly ; 
and for ſuch Purpoſe, if ſuch Aſſeſſments, Rates, Levies, 
Books, or Accounts, ſhall not be produced, to take Exa- 
mination from any Perſon or Perſons upon Oath {which 
Oath they are hereby 1mpowered to adminiſter) ; and ſuch 
Directors ſhall return ſuch Aſſeſſments, Rates, Levies, 
Books, and Accounts, to the reſpective Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of ſuch reſpective Pariſh, Townthip, or 
Place, for the time being, whenever they, or any of them 
reſpectively, ſhall demand the ſame, after the Expiration of 
Fourteen Days from the Delivery thereof to the ſaid Directors. 
Pꝛovided always, and be it enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That in caſe all or any of ſuch Aſſeſſments, Rates, 
Levies, Books, or Accounts, for any Pariſh, Townſhip, 
or Place, ſhall be wiltully withheld from the ſaid Directors 
at ſuch Meeeting, the ſaid Directors are hereby authorized | 
to alleſs ſuch Parith, 'Townfſhip, or Place, at the higheſt | 
Sum at which, from the beſt Evidence or Information fo to 
be collected as aforeſaid, they ſhall appear to have been 
rated in any One Year within the ſaid Seven Years lait | 
paſt; or it there ſhall be any Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, | 
within ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, in which there ſhall have 
been no Pogrs Rate for Seven Years laſt paſt, or where the 
Poors E not amounted, on a Medium of fuch 
Zeven Years, to Six Pence in the Pound, according to the 
innual Value of the rateable Property there, the ſaid Di- 
ectors are hereby authorized and required to aſſeſs ſuch 
Pariſh, Townthip, or Place, notwithſtanding, at their 
Miſcretion, but fo as not to exceed Six Pence in the Pound, 


according 
| * 
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according to the annual Value of the Property rateable, as 


aforeſaid. | if 

P2ovided always, and be it enafted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or Perſons, within any Pa- 
riſh, Townſhip, or Place, in any incorporated Diſtrict, 
ſhall think himſelf, herſelf, or themſelves, aggrieved by any 
Aſſeſſment, Levy, or Rate, to be made by virtue or in Ex- 
ecution of this Act, it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons to appeal to the next General Quarter 
Seſſion, to be held for the reſpective County, Riding, or 
Dwiſion, Soke, Franchiſe, Liberty, City, Place, or Town 
Corporate, wherein ſuch Diſtrict, or the major Part there- 
of, ſhall lie, againſt any Determination or Aſſeſſment to 
be made by the ſaid Directors, touching the Proportions 
aforeſaid ; and likewiſe to appeal to the next General Quar- 
ter Seſſion to be held for each reſpective County, Riding, 

or Diviſion, Soke, Franchiſe, Liberty, City, Place, or 
Town Corporate, wherein ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, 
ſhall lie, againſt any Levy or Rate to be made by the Over- 
ſeers of the Poor for collecting the Money ſo to be aſſeſſed 
by the ſaid Directors upon ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, or 
Place, reſpectively, ſo that ſuch Perſon or Perſons appeal- 
ing againſt the Aſſeſſment or Determination of the faid 
Directors, do give Six Days Notice at leaſt of ſuch Appeal 
to the Clerk of ſuch Diſtrict; and that the like Notice be 
given to the Overſeers of the Poor of ſuch Pariſh, Town- 
ſhip, or Place, in caſe of every Appeal againſt the Levy or 
Rate ſo to be made by them reſpectively ; and the Juſtices 
of the Peace aſſembled at the ſaid reſpective Seſſions, ſhall 
and may hear and determine ſuch reſpective Appeals in 
ſuch Manner as they ſhall think proper; and the Judge- 
ment of ſuch Juſtices, at ſuch reſpective Quarter Seſſions, 
ſhall be final. 

Pꝛovided alſo, and be it further enatted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That this Act ſhall not extend to hinder or 
prevent the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor for 
any Pariſh within any ſuch incorporated Diſtrict, from aſ- 
ſeſſing or raiſing any Sum or Sums of Money, to make any 
Payment or Payments, which is or are directed and re- 
quired by any Law in being to be made out of the Poors 
Rates; but ſuch Sum and Sums of Money ſhall and may 
be aſſeſſed and raiſed ſeparately for ſuch Purpoſes, over and 
above the Sums aſſeſſed and required to be raiſed by the ſaid 
Directors for the time being, on account of the Poor 


only, and ſhall be accounted for in ſuch Manner as if this 
Act had not been made. 
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And be it further cnafted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That Four General Quarterly Meetings ſhall be held by the 


ſaid Directors for the time being in each Year, and 
One of ſuch Meetings ſhall be held annually on Twe/day 


next after the Feaſt of Saint John Baptijt, and ſuch 


General Quarterly Meetings ſhall be held from time to 
time at the Houle of Induſtry for each incorporated Di- 


ftrict; and at all ſuch Meetings the ſaid Directors ſhall 


elect a Preſident or Chairman, and, by Ballot, fill up any 
acancies which may have happened in any of the ſaid 
reſpective Offices (appointed by the ſaid Directors) by 


Death, Removal, or Refual to act; and at the ſaid an- 


nual Meeting, the Ditectors then preſent ſhall examine 
and audit the Treaſurer's N and ſhall then, by 
Ballot, re-elect the ſame Perſon, or any other Perſon, to 
be Treaſurer for the following Year ; and ſo from Year 
to Year tur every ſucceeding Year, on Tueſday next after 
the Feaſt of Saint Fobr Baptiſt tor ever. 

Ind be it further enatted by ths Authority aforeſaid, 
That at ſuch General Qlarterly Meetings, the ſaid Direct- 
ors for the time being thall have, and they are hereby de- 
clared to have, full Power and Author: ity to make, from 
time to time, ſuch By-laws, Rules, Orders, and Conft:- 
tations, as well for the better governing the ſaid Corpo- 
ration, as for the better governing, employing, and ſup— 
porting the ſaid poor Perſons, withm ſuch Incorporated 
Diſtrict, and for the carrying on any Trade that thall be 
ſet on foot by the ſaid Corporation for the Employment 
of the ſaid Poor, and for other 7 the Ends and Purpoſes of 
this Act; ſo that ſuch Py-lavis, Rules, Orders, and Con- 
ſtitutions, are not 9 | to the Laws of the Land: 
And alfo to conititute and appoint ſuch and fo many Com- 
mittees, to conſiſt of ſuch a Number of the ſaid Directors 


as ſhall be thought fit, for the more eaſy and effectual 


executing of the ſeveral Truſts and Powers by this Act re- 
poſed and veſted in them; and from time to time after- 
ward to repeal. # alter, and amend ſuch By-Laws, Rules, 
Orders, a 1d 'onftitutions, as to them the ſaid Directors 
mall ſeem mec:t. 

Dꝛovided always, That not leſs than Seven of the ſaid 
Directors for the time being ſhall be preſent at every 
Meeting for fach Purpoſes, and the major Part of the ſaid 
Directors then preſent hall give their Aſſent to ſuch Ey- 
Laws, Rules, Orders, and Conſtitutions. 

And de it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 


That the ſaid Directors for the time being ſhall, at the 
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ſaid Annual Meeting, appoint Five Directors for each 
Quarter of the ſucceeding Year, to inſpect, difect, ma- 
nage, and provide for the ſaid poor People, in ſuch reſpec- 

tive Houſe or Houſes; and for that Purpoſe the ſaid Di- 
rectors, or any Five or more of them, ſhall, in the re- 
ſpective Quarters of the Year for which they ſhall be ap- 
pointed as aforeſaid, and they are hereby authorized to 
divide themſelves into Committees of Three, who ſhall 
meet at the ſaid Houſe or Houſes, to be built, hired, or rent- 
ed, for the Reception of the Poor as aforeſaid, every Mon- 
day Morning, or oftener, if it ſhall be neceſſary, together 
with the Clerk for the time being ; and ſuch of them as 
ſhall be there preſent ſhall and may give ſuch Direction, 
as they ſhall think proper, for the Employment, Mainte- 
nance, and Relief of the Poor in ſuch Houſe or Houſes, 
and for carrying into Execution ſuch Rules, Orders, and 
Conſtitutions, and ſuch Powers and Authorities, as ſhall 
be from time to time made and granted by the ſaid Di- 
rectors; each Director ſo appointed, and attending ſuch 
Weekly Committee, to be allowed Two Shillings and Six 
Pence for each Day's Attendance, to .be paid out of the 
Monies to be raiſed for the Purpoſes of this Act. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Three other General Quarterly Meetings ſhall be 
held at the Times following; that is to ſay, On the Monday 
next after Michaelmas, on the Monday next after Chri/tmas, 
and on the Monday next after Lady Day. 
And be it further enated, That the ſaid Directors for 
the time being, at any General Quarterly Meeting aſſem- 
bled, ſhall and may, from time to time, appoint ſome 
Clergyman of the Church of Eugland to inſtruct ſuch 
Perſons as ſhall be maintained in ſuch Houſe or Houſes, in 
the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Children 
in the Church Catechiſm, and alſo to viſit the Sick, bap- | 
tize the Children, and perform other Offices of his Func- 

tion in ſuch Houſe or Houſes : And the ſaid Directors for 
the time being, at ,any General Quarterly Meeting aſſem- | 


* 
E 
* 
1 
* 
by 
uf 
* 
1 
1 
it 


bled, ſhall, and they are hereby impowered to appoint ſuch 
Salary and Allowance to be paid to ſuch Clergyman, for 
his Pains and Trouble therein, not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds per Annum ; and may, from time to time, diſplace 
and diſcharge him, as to the ſaid Directors, at any ſuch 
Meeting aſſembled, ſhall appear reaſonable ; and ſhall and 
may pay ſuch Salary out of the Monies to be raiſed by Ar- 
tue of this Act. | 
dren And 
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And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid- 
That if any poor Perſon, maintained and relieved in the 
ſaid Houſe or Houſes, ſhall be guilty of profane Swearing 


or Curſing, or of any lewd, immoral, indecent, or diſor- 


derly Behaviour, or ſhall neglect or refuſe to perform the 


Work or Service which he, ſhe, or they, ſhall be requir- 


ed to do (ſuch Work or Service being ſuited to his, her, or 


their Age, Strength, and Ability) every ſuch Offender ſhall 


and may be puniſhed by Correction, or an Abatement in 


Diet, or Diſtinction in Dreſs and Diet. 


And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
all voluntary Gifts and Contributions which well-diſpoſed 
and charitable Perſons ſhall think proper to make toward 
carrying on the good Purpoſes hereby intended, ſhall be paid 
to and received by the Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation ; and 
ſhall be applied and diſpoſed of in ſuch Manner, for the Main- 
tenance, Cloathing, Employment, Accommodation, and Be- 
nefit of the Poor, in ſuch Houſe or Houſes as the Donor 
or Donors, and Contributor or Contributors, ſhall direct 
and appoint; and if no ſuch particular Direction or Ap- 
pointment ſhall be given or made touching the Applica- 
tion of ſuch Gifts and Contributions, the ſame ſhall be 
made Part of the common Stock, and apphed for the gene- 
ral Purpoſes of this Act; and a Liſt of the Names of ſuch 
Donors and Contributors, and an Account of the Sums by 
them contributed, ſhall be affixed in the moſt conſpicuous 
Part of the faid Houſe or Houles. 

And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 


That if any Action or Suit ſhall be commenced againſt any 


Perſon or Perſons for any thing done in purſuance of this 
Act, the ſame ſhall be commenced within Six Months after 
the Fact committed, and not afterward ; and ſhall be laid 
or brought in the County wherein the Cauſe of Complaint 
ſhall ariſe, and not elſewhere ; and the Defendant or De- 
fendants in ſuch Action or Suit ſhall and may plead the 
General Iſſue, and give this Act and the Special Matter in 
Evidence at any Trial to be had therefore; and that the 
ſame was done in purſuance, and by the Authority of this 
Act: And if it ſhall appear fo to be done, or that ſuch 
Action or Suit ſhall be commenced after the Time before 
limited for bringing the ſame, or ſhall be brought in any 
other County or Place, that then the Jury ſhall find for 
the Defendant or Defendants; and upon a Verdict 
for the Defendant, or if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs ſhall 
be penſuited, or diſcontinue his, her, or their Action or 
Suit after the Defendant or Defendants ſhall have appeared; 

or 
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F 
or if, upon Demurrer, Judgement ſhall be given againſt 
the Plant or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or Defendants 
ſhall and may recover Coſts, and have the like Remedy for 
the ſame as any Defendant or Defendants hath or have in 
other Cafes by Law. *. ED 

And it is hereby further enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That if any Perſon intended by this Act to be dil- 
abled from acting as a Commiſſioner, Guardian, or Di- 
rector, or from balloting for the Election of Commifſionexs, 
Mall nevertheleſs preſume to act as a Commullioner, Guardian, 
or Director, or to ballot for the Election of Commiflioners, 
every ſuch Perſon, for every ſuch Offence, ſhall reſpectively 
forfeit the Sum of Fifty Pounds to any Perſon or Perions 
who will inform or ſue for the ſame ; to be recovered in any 
of His Majeſty's Courts of Record, by Action of Debt, or 
on the Caſe, Bill, Suit, or Information, wherein no Eſſoin, 
Protection, Wager of Law, or more than One Imparlance, 
ſhall be allowed: And in every ſuch Action, Suit, or In- 
formation, the Proof of his Qualification {hall lie on ſuch 
Perſon againſt whom the fame is brought. 

And be it further enated by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any Clerk of the Peace, Churchwarden, Over- 
ſeer of the Poor, Conſtable, '{ ythingman, Headborough, 
er any other Perſon or Perfons whatſoever, ſhall neglect or 


_ refuſe to execute ſuch Orders, as they ſhall receive from the 


Commiſſionerss or Directors, or other Perton or Perſons 
hereby authorized and impowered to give ſuch Orders, or 


- » ſhall at contrary thereto, or otherwiſe wilfully obſtruct the 


Execution of this Act; or if any Perſon or Perſons ſum- 
moned to attend as Witneſs or Witneſſes before the faid 
Commiſſioners or Directors, ſhall neglect or refuſe t) 
attend fuch Summons, or to give Evidence, cvery ſuch Of- 
tender or Offenders ſhall, for each Offence reſpectively, for- 
feit the Sum of Ten Pounds. 

And be it further enated by the Authority oforeſaid, 
That all Penalties and Forfeitures inflicted by this Act, 
ſhall, where not otherwiſe directed, be levied by Diſtreſs 
and Sale of the Offender's Goods and Chattles, by virtue of 
a Warrant under the Hand and Seal of any Juſtice of the 
Peace within the County, Riding, or Diviſion, where ſach 


Offender ſhall dwell, rendering to the ſaid Offender the 
._ Overplus, after the Charge of ſuch Diſtreſs and Sale ſhall 
be deducted ; and in caſe ſufficient Diſtreſs ſhall not be 


found, then, and in every ſuch Cafe, it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for any Juſtice of the Peace for any County, 
Riding, or Diviſion, where ſuch Offender ſhall dwell, to 
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commit ſuch Offender to the Common Gaol for the faid 


„— . 


County, Riding, or Diviſion, there to remain without Bail 


or Mainprize, for any Space not exceeding Three Months, 
nor leſs than One Month. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid; 
That all Fines and Forfeitures ariſing from any Offences 


committed againſt this Act, within any incorporated Di- 


ffrict and likewiſe all Fines and Penalties which, by the 


rection of any Laws now in being, are to be applied to the 
_ Uſe of the Poor in any Pariſh, Townſhip, or Place, within 


fuch Diſtrict, ſhall be paid to the Treafurer for the time 
beng of ſuch reſpective Corporation, and be applied to the 
Purpoſes of this Act, and to no other Purpoſe whatever. 
HPiꝛovided always, and be it enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall, by reaſon of 
his, her, or their Intereſt in ſuch Fines and Penalties, be 
diſabled from being a Witneſs or Witneſſes in any Action, 
Suit, or Information for the fame ; nor ſhall any Perſon or 
Perſons, by reaſon of his,. her, or their paying to the Poors 
Rates within any incorporated Diſtrict, be tbl from be- 
ing a Witneſs or Witneſſes in any Suit, Cauſe, or Exami- 
nation, concerning the Settlement of any poor Perſon or 
Perſons within ſuch Diſtrict. 

Pꝛovided alſo, and be it further enacted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for all 
and every Juſtice and Juſtices of the Peace, within any in- 
corporated Diſtrict, to make, do, and execute, all and every 
Act and Acts, Thing and Things, appertaining to their 
Office as Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, out of Seſſion, fo 
far as the fame relates to the Execution of this Act, notywith- 
ſtanding any ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace ſhall be 
rated to or chargeable with the Levies or Rates within any 
Pariſn, Townſhip, or Place, affected by any ſuch Act or 
Acts of ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices as aforeſaid; any Law to 
the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 

Piꝛovided alſo, That it at any Meeting or Meetings what- 
ſoever to be held by virtue of, and for the Execution of any 
of the Purpoſes of this Act, there ſhall happen to be an E- 
quality of Voices, or Votes, among the Perſons reſpective- 


ly qualified as above mentioned, to vote at any ſuch Meet- 


ing or Meetings, that then, and in every ſuch Cale, the 
Chairman or Preſident of ſuch reſpective Meeting or Meet- 
ings ſhall have the caſting Voice or Vote, 

Pꝛovided alſo, and be it enatted, That it ſhall be law- 
ful for the Governors and Guardians, or other Perſons, 
having the Power of making By-laws. Rules, Orders, and 

1 Regulations, 
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Regulations, within any of the Diſtrifts already incor- 
porated by Act of Parliament, to extend their Plan by 
adopting all or any of the Proviſions of this Act, fo as 
the ſame be done at a Meeting to be appointed for that 
Purpoſe, whereof Fifteen Days Notice ſhall be given, ei- 
ther by Advertiſement in ſome publick News Paper circu- 
lated within ſuch Diſtrict, or upon the Market Croſs, or 
other publick Place, within Three of the next Market 
Towns; and ſo as the ſame be done with the Conſent 
of the Majority of the Governors, Dirgttors, and Guar- 
dians, then preſent. - 

Pꝛovided alſo, and be it further enacted and declared 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to the City 
and Liberty of London, or to the City and Liberty of 

Meſiminſter. 
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